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Abounding Grace 
By Elizabeth Edmonds 
Romans 5:20 
E FOLLOWED far and warmed 
himself, 


Then spoke the fatal word, ° 
4 know Him not”—he cursed and 
swore — 
Denied his sovereign Lord. 
In anguished bitterness he wept; 
Hope, honor — all seemed lost — 
Repentant sinner — God in love 
Vouchsafed him Pentecost! 


Diversities of Gifts 
Like oil on machinery is the ac- 
knowledgment of the difference in gifts 
in Christian service. We all know it in 
theory, but we must continually remem- 
ber it and apply it in practice. This will 
do away with much friction, misunder- 
standing, and unrest of heart. God never 
gives all His gifts to one man, for He 
wants every believer to be useful, and He 
will use every talent that is yielded to 
Him. Just think what a variety of abil- 
ities are needed in the various branches 
of Christian work: evangelism, preach- 
ing, teaching, writing, keeping accounts, 
wersight of office details, printing, sing- 
ig and playing, the healing skill of 
tufses and doctors, the mother’s varied 
duties in the home, the education of 
m and young people, farming, 
g, engineering, mechanical genius, 
tion, and many, many other 


kinds of skill and knowledge too numer- 
ous to mention. We need one another, 
“for none of us liveth to himself” (Rom. 
14:7). It brings rest of heart when we 
find the particular work that God wants 
each of us to do, and then devote our 
time and effort to doing that well. A 
full recognition of the differences in gifts 
will reduce criticism of others, make us 
humble as we remember that what we 
have comes from God, and teach us to 
see the special talents of others. There is 
a fine passage on this subject in the first 
volume of Alexander Whyte’s “Bunyan 
Characters” (out of print). In the chap- 
ter on “Knowledge,” writing of the shep- 
herds on the Delectable Mountains, he 
says: “What one of those shepherds 
could not so well do in the tent or in 
the fold or out on the hillside, some of 
the others better did. And what one of 
them could do to any perfection all the 
others by one consent left that to him 
todo. You would have thought that they 
were made by a perfect miracle to fit 
into one another, so harmoniously did 


x 


they live and work together, and such 
was the bond of brotherly love that held 
them together.” Thus did John Bunyan, 
in his great allegory, illustrate the Scrip- 
tural principle which is fully set forth 
in 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. 
“There are diversities of gifts” —the 
word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, 
faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, dis- 
cerning of spirits, divers kinds of 
tongues, interpretation — “but all these 
worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally 


as he will.” He “gave gifts unto men” 
— apostles, prophets, evangelists, pas- 
tors, teachers— “for the perfecting of 


the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ,” 
—not to make divisions in the Body of 
Christ! There are bound to be differ- 
ences of opinion on some subjects, but 
these can be held in love, “till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” 


x 


ll. Revival in the Last Century 


This is the second of two editorials by Ernest Gordon reviewing “The 

Second Evangelical Awakening in Britain,” by J. Edwin Orr. (Marshall, 

Morgan and Scott, Ltd., London, E.C. 4. May be had from Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, IIl., $4.) 


long Pentecost, the 1857-60 revival 

in America and Britain, were 
gathered in outstanding Christian per- 
sonalities, active during the rest of the 
century, and in movements and institu- 
tions expressing its spirit. These, too, 
are flourishing even today. The Salva- 
tion Army, for example, was a direct 
product of it. William Booth owed his 
conversion to the preaching of a humble 
American evangelist, James Caughy, 
and soon after, as we have seen, was 


N one fruits of this great year- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom. 8:2). 




















pouring out his strength in evangelism. 
“The Army became a permanent expres- 
sion of the 1859 revival in its double 
ministry of evangelism and social up- 
lift.” The Barnardo Homes, the great 
orphanages, trace their inception to T. J, 
Barnardo, converted in 1862 under the 
preaching of a revival evangelist, John 
Hambledon. Barnardo was a member 
of a brilliant family in Dublin which 
had been turned Christward by similar 
meetings. 

The most popular evangelist in the 
Ulster revival was H. Grattan Guinness, 
a powerful preacher who, on one occa- 
sion, addressed 20,000 people from the 
top of acab. Fifty years later he wrote: 

“The predominating feature was the 
conversion of people of all ranks and 
positions in ways sudden, startling, 
amazing. . . . Before that time I had 
seen tens or scores brought to Christ 
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under Gospel preaching, but this move- 
ment of 1859 was something quite dif- 
ferent. Ministers were occupied 
until midnight, or even till two or three 
o’clock in the morning, conversing with 
crowds of inquirers who were crying, 
‘What shall we do to be saved?’” 

Later, Dr, Guinness became a leading 
promoter of foreign missions. It was 
he who started perhaps the first Bible 
training school, Harley College, for the 
preparation of missionaries, and who 
founded a pioneer mission on the Congo 
and another in Peru. (He was back, too, 
of the founding of the modest training 
schools which are now Gordon College, 
Boston, and the Northwestern Schools 
in Minneapolis.) He trained in London 
1,330 men and women for the field, at 
home and abroad, and left in his chil- 
dren and grandchildren a constellation 
of notable Christian workers: Harry, 
evangelist in Australia; Whitfield, mis- 
sionary of the China Inland Mission; 
Howard, a_ student-leader; and Mrs. 
Howard Taylor. Dr. Guinness is also 
remembered for his studies relating to 
the approaching end of the age and 
Christ’s second advent. 

It was natural that this movement 
should have given a great impetus to 
Bible distribution. In Ireland the 
Hibernian Bible Society now first be- 
came an independent society and in 
1861 the National Bible Society of Scot- 
land was started. Sales of Scripture 
multiplied and by 1863 “there was 
scarcely a city or town in England which 
had not its Bible woman supported by 
special local contributions.” “The en- 
tire Home Mission Movement in Great 
Britain was not only inaugurated and 
manned, but also financed, by revival 
converts and sympathizers.” 

A New Englander studying in Edin- 
burgh, Edward Payson Hammond, took 
part in the Scottish movement. In a 
church in Musselburgh, he came upon 
a prayer, gathering of young girls, “a 
wheen of us lassies,” they called it, and, 
overhearing a tiny tot pray with great 
sincerity, was led to devote his life to 
the evangelism of children. He became 
foster-father of the Children’s Special 
Service Mission, which has been of in- 
estimable blessing to all classes in Eng- 
land. In the sixties, Spurgeon filled the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle with 8,000 chil- 
dren to hear Hammond preach. 

The Midnight Mission Movement in 
English cities dates from this time. It 
had to do with the rehabilitation of 
street girls. Within eight years of 1859, 
the National Association for Repeal was 
formed, which eventually secured legis- 
lation suppressing licensed prostitution. 

In 1860 the Rev. William Pennefather, 
an ardent revivalist, began the Deaconess 
Movement in the Church of England, 
building house, hospital, and orphanage. 
He was later founder of the Mildmay 
Conferences and participated in first 
bringing D. L, Moody to England. Mr. 
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Hugh Price Hughes, a convert of the re- 
vival, developed, with the aid of his able 
wife, a similar Sisterhood in Methodism. 
Mr. Hughes was partly of Jewish stock 
(was this not true of General Booth and 
Mr. Barnardo?); was a powerful evange- 
list in his West London Mission, and 
public opponent of drink and prostitu- 
tion. 

Foreign missions were greatly stimu- 
lated by men and women who had been 
brought to Christ at this time. F. S. 
Arnot, pioneer in African Garanganze, 
an able and devoted missionary of the 
Brethren, was one of these; George 
Grenfell, pioneer and missionary states- 
man in Congoland, another. Mary Sles- 
sor of Calabar was converted in Dundee 
during the revival through the faithful 
witness of an old woman in a kitchen. 
Christina Forsyth, pioneer in Fingo- 
land, South Africa, decided in the same 
year, 1859. Mackay of Uganda was con- 
verted in 1865. Timothy Richard, an 
outstanding Baptist in China, was a con- 
vert of the Welsh revival of 1859. He, 
too, was a consummate missionary states- 
man. James Chalmers, converted in 
1859 in the Highland revival, became an 
apostle and martyr in Indonesia. Gil- 
mour of Mongolia met Christ in Glas- 
gow in 1862. Mr. Orr thinks it probable 
that all of those who went to China in 
the Lammermuir, as early volunteers to 
the China Inland Mission, were either 
converts or workers in the 1859 revival. 

Many who became notable Christian 
workers in the decades following were 
either actual converts or greatly influ- 
enced by.the Spirit’s power in these 
days. Brownlow North, son of an Angli- 
can minister and grand-nephew of the 
Lord North so detested by our American 
forbears of 1776, was until middle life 
a rake. In 1854 he was convicted of a 
black heart and shut himself up for two 
months of prayer and Bible study. He 
later preached to thousands in the Ulster 
movement, and until 1875 was a powerful 
preacher of the Word in Great Britain 
and Canada, Canon Hay Aitken labored 
for years in English-speaking lands. 
Reginald Radcliffe, a Liverpool lawyer, 
preached to colliers of Lancashire and 
the masses of Merseyside. He was the 
chief instrument in founding Sailors’ 
Rests in Liverpool, London, Hamburg, 
Bremerhaven. He collaborated with 
Richard Weaver, a converted drunkard 
and boxer, who was the rough-tongued 
apostle to the masses of England. Dun- 
can Matheson held great field days in 
Scotland, often on the estate of the 
Duchess of Gordon, where people would 
gather for successive days at a time to 
be instructed. 


Time fails to tell of. James Turner, a 
herring-curer of Peterhead and flaming 
evangelist, to whom thousands in Aber- 
deenshire owe their souls under God; 
of William Carter, a master chimney 
sweep; of Henry Varley, for years an 
evangelist in Australasia; of Denham 
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Smith, Dublin evangelist. William Ha: 
lam was a High Church Cornish clergy. 
man, who was converted through om 
of his own sermons. A verse he wa 
quoting when preaching, “Therefore h,. 
ing justified by faith, we have peay 
with God through our Lord Jegy 
Christ,” made him pause in the midy 
of his sermon, the truth dawning on hi 
soul then and there. Billy Bray, th 































































well-remembered and rather eccentri 
evangelist, intuitively realizing what ha 
happened, cried out, “Hallelujah! th 
parson is converted !” = 
At this time two later evangelical B ge 
bishops of the State Church, Drs. Mouk orig 
and Chavasse, recorded their Christin § gig, 
beginnings in connection with the Oy. Gre 
ford Daily Prayer Meeting, held fron Lor 
the 1860’s to the present time. Joh wor 
MeNeil, one of the very greatest Scotc in 
preachers, was converted in the after. wet 
glow of the Scottish revival. William orig 
Robertson Nicoll, long editor of th out” 
British Weekly, has narrated what @ 19:3 
impression the revival of 1859 made mf jg y 
his mind when he was a lad of nin “cht 
years visiting the great gatherings @ time 
the Duchess of Gordon’s Huntly estate plur 
Prof. James Orr and Prof. Simpson ¢§ j js 
Edinburgh, a leader in the medical pro & jg ; 
fession and devout Christian, were aly & the } 
won to Christ at this time. com) 
Of course it is not altogether easy tp ™ blag 
assign these conversions wholly to th is n 
revival. Other factors and other per @ parti 
sonalities were doubtless at times con of R 
tributory. Again new institutions an Th 
(Continued on page 290) eccle 
of J 
woul 
Notes on Open Letters ff Si. 
— them 
Christ's Words About Money m4 
In a religious broadcast heard this dina 
morning, the speaker made the state 
ment that Christ had more to say about ture 
money than any other one thing. evaye Chris 
repentance as important as that is! bi const 
this statement true?—An Arkansm porta 
reader. Soe: 
The burden of proof for such a fat the cl 








statement as this rests on the man wh 
made it. But Scripture does not sup 
port it. 

Christ spoke about money when kt 
told Peter to find the tribute money 2 
the fish’s mouth (Matt, 17:24-27); whe 
the Pharisees asked whether it was righ 
to give tribute to Caesar (Matt, 22:1 
22); in telling the parable of the Talents 
(Matt. 25:14-30) and of the Pound 
(Luke 19:11-27); when He watched te 
people putting money in the treaswy 
(Mark 12:41-44); when He told His dit 
ciples not to take money on a spetil 
evangelistic tour (Mark 6:8; Luke 93) 
and in the parable of the Lost Coll 
(Luke 15:8-10). He referred to it # 
directly in a few other passages, asi 
the Sermon on the Mount, when # 


(Continued on page 277) 
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|. The Church of Christ and the Church of Rome 


Getting back to the original and Scriptural meaning 


of the word “church” 


T= word “church” has various 
meanings, which often lead to con- 
fusion. When we speak of the 
thurch of Christ we mean something 
yery different from what we mean when 
we speak of the Church of Rome. The 
original meaning of the word is still 
different, for it is derived from the 
Greek word kuriakon, which means the 
Lord’s house; a building. However, this 
word kuriakon does not appear at all 
in the New Testament, and wherever 
we find the word “church” in English, the 
original is ecclesia, which means “called 
out”; the single exception being Acts 
19:37, where an entirely different word 
is used. It is significant that the word 
“church” occurs in the New Testament 80 
times in the singular, and 35 times in the 
plural, yet in every one of the 115 times 
itis used, it is spelled with a small let- 
ter and never with a capital. Thus in 
the Bible the word “church” is always a 
common noun referring to an assem- 
blage of people, those “called out,” and 
ig never a proper noun, referring to a 
particular institution such as the Church 
of Rome. 

The first visible manifestation of the 
ecclesia was at Pentecost. The prophecy 
of John the Baptist that the disciples 
would be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire, and confirmed by Jesus 
after His resurrection when He said to 
them, “Ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence” (Acts 
1:5), was fulfilled ten days after his as- 
tension (Acts 2:1-4). Like all Scrip- 
ture relating to the person and work of 
Christ, the record is marked by divine 
constraint. It is therefore specially im- 
portant to note what is implied in these 
few words of the divine ordination qf 
the church of Christ: 

“They were all with one accord in one 
place”; it was individual; 

“There were .. . devout men, out of 
every nation under heaven”; it was uni- 
versal; 

“They were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost”; it was supernatural. 

This was the inception of the apostolic 
church, for all the apostles were present 
aid shared alike in the divine baptism 
With the Holy Ghost and with fire. 


Not the Work of Men, But of God 


The immediate growth of the church, 
like its foundiug, was not the work of 
Men but of God, for we read: “The 
Lord added to the church daily such as 

be saved.” But the new life im- 
Parted at Pentecost, like all life, was 
PMpagated by human means, by the 
Personal testimony of those who had 


Four times each century the Roman 
Catholic Church decrees that there 
should be a “Holy Year.” Such a 
year is 1950, and good Catholics are 
promised that they will acquire 
merit by a pilgrimage to Rome and 
visiting its four major shrines, the 
churches of St. Peter, St. Paul, St. 
John Lateran, and St. Mary Major. 
Much is being made this year of the 
Virgin Mary as “Queen of Heaven” 
and “Mother of God.” To answer the 
false and ridiculous arguments of the 
Roman Catholic Church for her ex- 
altation, Dr. Slocum has prepared a 
series of articles for The Sunday 
School Times of which this is the 
first. They will continue in several 
issues. Dr. Slocum is by profession 
a consulting engineer, an honorary 
life member of the American Society 
of Naval Engineers, and has devoted 
much of his spare time to the study 
of church history. Many readers 
will remember his articles on the 
Scottish Covenanters, published in 
the Times last autumn. 








been born from above. The account of 
the means is very simple: “They con- 
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and,in prayers.” The apostles’ 
doctrine is summed up in what we know 
as the Apostles’ Creed, for the New Tes- 
tament was not yet written, and in- 
struction was by word of mouth through 
fellowship with the apostles and with 
one another, “breaking bread from house 
to house,” in continual communion with 
their Lord. The simple pattern of His 
church was revealed by Jesus on the 
first Easter, when He tarried with Cleo- 
pas and the other disciple at their re- 
quest, and “was known of them in 
breaking of bread.” The pattern is eternal, 
for in his vision on Patmos, John heard 
Jesus say: “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me” (Rev. 3:20). This is the ecclesia; 
the assembly of those who are “sancti- 
fied by God the Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ, and called.” 

The Scripture reveals in many ways 
the inner nature of the church of Christ. 
When Jesus died on Calvary, “the veil 
of the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom.” This was the 
visible sign that God was forever done 
with human priesthood and ritual and 
sacrifice. For “Christ being come an 
high priest . . . by his own blood he 


* that filleth all in all” 


By STEPHEN E. SLOCUM, Ph.D. 


entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for 
us” (Heb, 9:11, 12). “For by ore offer- 
ing he hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). - Hence- 
forth there was only “one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” Through the torn veil the be- 
liever in Christ has “boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
by a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that 
is to say, his flesh; and having an high 
priest over the house of God; let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith” (Heb. 10:19-22). This is the 
grace bestowed on the ecclesia; the 
priesthood of the individual believer in 
Christ, our High Priest, who “hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father” (Rev. 1:6). 


An Organism, Not an Organization 

To explain in simple language the 
nature of the ecclesia, the Scripture 
likens the church of Christ to our bodies; 
a living organism of which Christ is the 
head. It is explained in words of one 
syllable that a child can understand. 
“He is the head of the body, the church” 
(Col, 1:18). God “hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the 
head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him 
(Eph, 1:22, 23). 
“For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body: 
so also is Christ. ... Now ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in particu- 
lar” (1 Cor. 12:12, 27). This oneness 
of Christ with His church was revealed 
still more intimately in His prayer in 
the garden, “I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one” 
(John 17:23). This is what Paul means 
by his great and divinely simple phrase, 
“in Christ,” found everywhere in his 
writings. 

Because the ecclesia, the church of 
Christ, is His body, it is revealed that 
as the Head suffered in the flesh, so 
likewise the church as individual mem- 
bers of His body must “fill up that which 
is behind of the afflictions of Christ .. . 
for his body’s sake, which is the church” 
(Col. 1:24). Paul identified himself with 
Christ in his willingness to sacrifice him- 
self like his Master, in order “that I 
may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto 
his death” (Phil. 3:10). Peter likewise 
identified the ecclesia with Christ when 
he admonished the church in respect 
to persecution, “Rejoice, inasmuch as 
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” 


ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings 
(1 Pet. 4:12, 13). It is the coveted priv- 
ilege of all those who are in Christ to 
follow their Lord all the way to Cal- 
vary” (Rom. 6:11). 

Oneness with Christ implies sharing 
His redemptive work and mission. Life 
begets life, and the function of one who 
is in Christ is to be a soul-winner. The 
mark of a newborn believer is his eager- 
ness to go forth and win others for 
Christ. Jesus did not organize His dis- 
ciples for service; He said, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men” 
(Matt. 4:19). This is not only a com- 
mand but a precept. Those who are in 
Christ, because they partake of His life, 
are constrained to impart that life to 
others. Because they know Christ, they 
must make Him known. Thus they be- 
come channels of His saving grace. 

The Church of Rome, by gradually 
usurping power that belongs to God, has 
put man before God and works before 
grace, until every trace of the ecclesia 
ordained by Christ and sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit has been destroyed. The 
historicai features of this process are 
briefly outlined in what follows. 

As Jesus forewarned His disciples, the 
apostolic church, like its Head, imme- 
diately began to suffer persecution, first 
at the hands of the Jews. The Book of 
the Acts mentions five persecutions in 
the first thirty years. The writer of He- 
brews, about A.D. 64, says of these first 
century martyrs: “They were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword; they wan- 
dered about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
being destitute, afflicted, tormented... . 
They wandered in deserts, and in moun- 
tains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth” (Heb. 11:37, 38). For the next 
two centuries all the power of the Ro- 
man Empire was exerted to destroy this 
little ficck of Christ, whose only offense 
was “the offence of the cross.” History 
records ten major persecutions during 
the first three centuries of the Christian 
Era. The most merciless of these were 
those instigated by Nero and Domitian 
and by Trajan and Marcus Aurelius. 
A great fire at Rome, said to have 
been kindled by Nero himself, was made 
an excuse for persecuting the Christians, 
The historian Tacitus says that “Nero 
shifted the guilt on persons known as 
Christians, and punished them with ex- 
quisite tortures. They were crucified, 
covered with tar and made into living 
torches to illumine Nero’s gardens.” Yet 
the church of Christ continued to grow, 
and it was this strange vitality of which 
the historian Eusebius said, “The blood 
of the martyrs became the seed of the 
church.” 

During these three centuries of per- 
secution, the church consisted of scat- 
tered groups, meeting secretly in private 
homes, “breaking bread from house to 
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house,” and so dispersed that organiza- 
tion was impossible. The head of the 
local church at Jerusalem was the Apos- 
tle James, who presided at the first 
church council, A.D. 46, at which Peter, 
Barnabas, and Paul spoke, but James, 
as moderator, gave the decision (Acts 15: 
19). There is no further mention of Peter 
in the Book of the Acts. It is unlikely 
that Peter was ever in Rome, for Paul, 
writing to the church in Rome as late 
as A.D, 60, salutes twenty-six individuals 
by name and certainly would not have 
overlooked Peter if he had been in their 
company. Peter himself made no claim 
to primacy in the church, but said, “The 
elders which are among you I exhort, who 
am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ” (1 Pet. 5:1). Neither 
was his counsel consistent with primacy 
in the church, for mindful of his Lord’s 
admonition to “feed my sheep,” he 
writes in all humility, “Feed the flock 
of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
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ready mind; neither as being lords oy, 
God’s heritage, but being ensamples ty 
the flock” (1 Pet. 5:2, 3). Note thy 
Peter speaks not of himself, but of they 
taking the oversight of the flock. Frop 
what we know of Peter it seems Very 
unlikely that he would have assumed, 
primacy that violated either in spirit 
letter his Lord’s command, “Call no ma 
your father upon the earth: for one i 
your Father, which is in heaven” (Matt 
23:9). In his Letter to the Galatian 
Paul mentions “James, Cephas [Peter) 
and John, who seemed to be pillars” 
and says that he rebuked Peter “‘to th 
face.” Paul also rebuked those wh 
said, “I am of Paul; and I of Apollos 
and I of Cephas” (1 Cor. 1:12), as de 
tracting from the honor due to Chris 
only. Certainly there is no indication jp 
these passages or elsewhere in the Scrip. 
tures or in secular writings of the pri. 
macy of any individual over the churd 
at large for at least the first four cep. 
turies after Christ. 
(To be continued) 


ll. The Glories of the Resurrection 


Its power for dynamic, victorious, and fruitful living 


III. APPLICATION 


HE truth of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ has a very definite and per- 
sonal application to the life of every 
believer. The value of His resurrection 
does not cease with the redemption of 
a lost soul. Nor is thes power of the 
Resurrection exhausted in the initial ex- 
perience of regeneration, as described 
in the previous message. The final and 
eternal security of the never dying soul 
of man is just as dependent upon the 
Resurrection as the glorification of his 
mortal body. Likewise the daily con- 
duct of the children of God, as they con- 
tinue their pilgrim journey to the 
heavenly Home, is equally dependent 
upon the Resurrection. 

Those who have identified themselves 
with Jesus Christ in His death, burial, 
and resurrection (as symbolized by the 
ordinance of baptism) for eternal sal- 
vation are thenceforth to “walk in new- 
ness of life” (Rom, 6:4). “Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin” 
(Rom. 6:6). 

Jesus promised His disciples that He 
would send them another Comforter, 
the Holy Spirit, and He would reside 
permanently in every true child of God. 
The coming of the Holy Spirit was de- 
pendent upon the glorification of Jesus 
Christ, which was, obviously, impossible 
apart from His resurrection from the 
dead. It is in the person of the Holy 
Spirit that Christ now abides in all who 


By DOUGLAS M. WHIT 


have trusted Him as their Saviour, I 
is thus that the apostle can rightfully 
say, “Christ liveth in me” (Gal, 2:20), 

The power that operated in Chris 
when He rose from the dead—th 
power that operates in every believer, 
bringing about regeneration and rebirth 
—that power is available to ever 
Christian every day of his mortal life 
in order that his walk may be in har 
mony with his profession. It was the 
risen Christ who said, “All power i 
given unto me in heaven and in earth’ 
and “I am with you alway” (Matt, % 
18, 20). By virtue of Christ’s resurree- 
tion from the dead and the consequent 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 
the baptized believer is able to obey the 
injunction to “observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you.” 

The intense yearning and the all-con 
suming desire of the apostle’s heart is 
seen in the words, “That I may know 
him [not in the forgiveness of sins, that 
being already settled, but] and th 
power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:10). 
This power alone could enable him # 
overcome the temptations and trials that 
beset him-daily. He realized that noth- 
ing short of the power of the risen Christ 
could make him victorious over the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil —whid 
it did. So he cries exultantly, “Thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory 
[day by day] through our Lord Jesis 
Christ” (1 Cor, 15:57). 

At the same time, the apostle reco 
nizes the fact that such power is @ 
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able only to those who are willing to 
enter into “the fellowship of his suf- 
ferings, being made conformable unto 
his death” (Phil. 3:10). Resurrection 
power pulsates in the life of those who 
share His travail for a lost and dying 
world. How can we be satisfied to ac- 
cept eternal salvation and deliverance 
from the unquenchable fires of hell, and 
refuse to let self be crucified and buried 
in order that Christ alone may be mag- 
nified in every thought, word, and deed? 
God forbid! 

Having made such bountiful provision, 
God naturally expects every Christian 
to avail himself of this power and to 
enjoy the resultant victory. “Neverthe- 
less the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them 
that are his. And, let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity” (2 Tim. 2:19). This is both a 
command and a challenge. We are not 
only under obligatian to God to live as 
those who have become partakers of 
His holiness and righteousness; but we 
are assured that, because of this rela- 
tionship to Him, we shall be endowed 
with the power that raised Christ from 
the dead to enable us to carry it out. 

God’s ultimate objective in raising 
Christ from the dead is not fully real- 
ized in human experience until His res- 
wrrection power is manifested in the 
lives of those whom He has redeemed. 
The power to redeem a lost world will 
never be revealed to a lost world until 
those who have been justified by His 
grace learn to walk, step by step, “in 
newness of life.” 

The fact that Christ provides victory 
over death at the close of this life can 
oly be successfully demonstrated as 
those who claim such victory triumph 
over sin (which is the agent of death) 
day by day. Unfortunately the power of 
the risen Christ to save men from sin, 
preached from the pulpits of our land 
today, is greatly nullified by the defeated 
lives and inconsistencies of those who 
profess to belong to Him. Christians are 
talled to be a “peculiar people” (Titus 
214), standing out in contrast and dis- 
tinction to a lost and sinful world. Alas, 
the Church as a whole has become so 
tonformed to the world and its ways as 
to become well nigh unrecognizable as 
the redeemed family of God. 

Not until the Church has experienced 
the cleansing, purifying, and transform- 
ing power of the living Christ in her 
daily walk will she be able to command 
‘the respect and confidence of a* wicked 
World. Only by a constant walk of sep- 
@ation from the contaminating influ- 
@iees of this world can she hope to 
@xert a wholesome influence upon those 
Who are bound in the shackles of in- 
iguity. The effectiveness of her testi- 
Mony will be determined by the extent 
to which the power of the indwelling 
‘Christ is seen to be flowing through her, 
‘Let every blood-bought child of God 
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rejoice that the ever-present “power of 
an endless life” (Heb. 7:16) will enable 
him to refrain from worldly habits, car- 
nal practices, and fleshly indulgences; to 
triumph over petty jealousies, foolish 
criticisms, and harmful gossip; and joy- 
fully to “let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

May God grant to every one of us the 
grace and purpose of heart to appropriate 
to ourselves this power for a dynamic, 
victorious, and fruitful Christian life. 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your 

voice and sing 

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the 

King ! 

The hope of all who seek Him, the help 

of all who find, 

None other is so loving, so good and kind. 


He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today ! 
He walks with me and talks with me along 
life’s narrow way. 
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives 
within my heart. 
—A. H. Ackley. 


_ (To be continued) 
we 


The 1950 Christian Fellowship 
Group at Sitka 


ITKA was the seat of government of 

Russian America before the “Great 
Country” was sold to the United States 
of America in 1867. It continued as the 
capital of the new Territory until 1906, 
when Juneau became the capital. Sitka, 
formerly called New Archangel, is on 
the west coast of Baranof Island, about 
one hundred miles from Juneau. Pas- 
senger steamers for Sitka usually stop 
on their south-bound journey from 
Juneau, passing through the often fog- 
bound Peril Strait into the Pacific 
Ocean, and then into Sitka’s beautiful 
island-studded and mountain-locked har- 
bor, from which a fine view of the im- 
posing, extinct volcano, Mt. Edgecumbe, 
can be seen to the west on Kruzof 
Island, its snow-capped cone reminding 
one of Mt. Fujiyama in Japan. 

In Sitka today is the well-known Shel- 
don Jackson School of the Presbyterian 
(U.S.A.) Church which receives native 
boys and girls from the elementary 
schools all over» Alaska and carries them 
in both industrial and academic courses 
through high school and college prepar- 
atory training. Connected with the 
school is a fine ethnological museum. 
The Pioneer Home, built by the Gov- 
ernment, is located in Sitka and cares 
for indigent old men from all over the 
Territory, many of whom are survivors 
of the old gold rush days. 

Here are also the remains of Baranof 
Castle, and a Russian Greek Orthodox 
church, built in 1816, with a spired dome 
and a fine chime of bells. Not far from 
Sitka is beautiful Totem Park, with 
shaded paths between towering hem- 
locks and spruces. Here the Govern- 
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ment has placed and keeps in repair 
some of the finest specimens of totem 
poles gathered from all over Alaska. 

The 1950 Christian Fellowship Tour 
will stop at Sitka on the south-bound 
journey from Skagway, and members of 
the party will have an opportunity to go 
ashore and visit the many interesting 
and historic features of this former capi- 
tal of the Territory. 

There will be many other delightful 
experiences on this 1950 Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour. After leaving Chicago 
on July 3, the party will stop at Billings, 
Mont., for a motor coach journey 
over the famous Red Lodge High Road 
into the Sunlight Basin Country of Wyo- 
ming. Then resuming the rail journey, 
the party will proceed to Seattle, where 
there will be another motor coach tour, 
this time, overnight to the famous Para- 
dise Inn on one of the shoulders of Mt. 
Rainier. 

From Seattle, the party will journey 
northward to Victoria, B, C., and Van- 
couver, B. C., at which latter point they 
will board the Steamer Chilcotin, which 
will be the home of the tour party on 
a ten-day cruise in Alaskan waters, fol- 
lowing the sheltered Inside Passage and 
including such stops as Prince Rupert, 
B. C., Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, 
Sitka, Metlakatla, Alaska, and the like. 

Returning to Vancouver, B. C., the 
party will board a Canadian Pacific train 
for the famed Canadian Rockies, stop- 
ing for motor coach trips to such points 
as Emerald Lake, Yoho Valley, Lake 
Louise, and Banff, arriving back in Chi- 
cago on July 24. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President, The Sunday School Times 
Company, will escort the party through- 
out the entire tour. Detailed informa- 
tion and a descriptive itinerary will be 
mailed to any who desire them as soon 
as they are ready for distribution. Ad- 


dress Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, Executive 
Vice-President, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
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Christ's Words About Money 


(Continued from second page) 


spoke of laying up treasure not on earth, 
but in Heaven (Matt. 6:19, 20). 

A glance at a very useful handbook 
called “A Complete Index to the 
Thought and Teachings of Christ,”1 by 
W. S. Harris, throws interesting light 
on this question. Under “Money” eight 
headings are found, with references. 
There are over forty under “Faith”: sev- 
enty-three under “Prayer”; thirty-one 
under “Servants”; and many divisions 
and subdivisions under other topics, All 
are accompanied by Scripture refer- 
ences, 





1 Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
Tenn., 1939; $1.75; may be ordered from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia 30. 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 16. AMOS THE PROPHET AND HIS PROGRAM 


Amos; printed text, 7:7-15; 8:1-3 


Golden Text.—Seek the Lord, and ye shall live-—Amos 5:6 


13 But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it ig th 


Kinc James VERSION 
Amos 7:7 Thus he shewed me: 


said, A plumbline. 


plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: 


by them any more: 


9 And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanc- 
tuaries of Israel'!shall be laid waste; and I will rise against the 


house of Jeroboam with the sword. 


10 Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jeroboam king 
of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst 
of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all his words. 

11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword; and 
Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own land. 

12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee 
away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy 


there: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

MOS, though a herdman of Tekoa 
A in Judah (Amos 1:1), was sent 

by God to testify to the northern 
kingdom when Jeroboam II was reign- 
ing in Samaria. At that time Uzziah 
was king of Judah, so Amos ministered 
somewhat earlier than Isaiah, who dates 
his prophetic call in the year that King 
Uzziah died (Isa. 6:1). So far as the 
record goes, Amos was without any for- 
mal education. He was a country boy, 
who earned his living tending cattle and 
sheep and gathering wild figs (chap. 7: 
14). The “sycomore” mentioned was a 
wild fig tree. To this young man came 
the call of God, separating him from 
his ordinary vocation, and commission- 
ing him to go forth as a prophet to pro- 
claim the Word of the Lord. 

As he saw the corruption and injus- 
tice prevailing in the land of Israel, he 
began to inveigh against it, calling the 
nation to repentance and declaring that 
the judgment of God would soon fall 
upon Israel unless they turned from 
their wickedness and turned back to 
follow the Law of the Lord. This was 
resented by Amaziah, a priest of the 
calf set up at Bethel (1 Kings 12:28, 29) 
and who forbade Amos to prophesy there 
and commanded him to go back to 
Judah where he belonged. But fear- 
lessly Amos withstood him and insisted 
on his right to speak the Word of God 
as it had been given to him (chap. 7: 
10-16). He is an outstanding example 
of one who, fearing God, feared no man, 
but delivered his message as the Lord 
had given it to him, assured that God 
would take care of the consequences, 


The Historical Setting 
Jeroboam II reigned over the northern 
kingdom from about 798 to 665 B.C. He 


and, behold, the Lord stood 
upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand. 


8 And the Lorp said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? 
Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a 


And I 


I will not again pass 


king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court. 

14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet 
neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, and, 
gatherer of sycomore fruit: 

15 And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, and the Lop 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 

Chap. 8:1 Thus hath the Lord Gop shewed unto me: and behoi 
a basket of summer fruit. 


2 And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A basket o 


“ “ x * 


was the fourth in the dynasty estab- 
lished by Jehu, who destroyed the line 
of Ahab. Israel prospered under him 
in material things, but its moral and 
spiritual degeneration continued. It was 
during this time that Amos exercised 
his prophetic office. 


Verse by Verse 

Amos 7:7.—“The Lord . . . with a 
plumbline in his hand.” This is a figure 
easily understood. No words are needed 
when a wall is tested with a plumb line. 
If out of the perpendicular, it is at once 
manifest, to the confusion of the work- 
man. God’s unerring Word is such a 
plumb line. Unmistakably it tests every 
soul, manifesting any departure there- 
from and calling down judgment on the 
violator of it, 


Verse 8.—“I will set a plumbline in the 
midst of my people Israel.” God was 
about to judge them by His holy Law. 
Throughout the whole land of Israel that 
Word was despised, while the people 
took their own ways and asked not the 
counsel of the Lord. Therefore none 
could rightfully complain when they 
were visited according to their ways. 


Verse 9.—“I will rise against the house 
of Jeroboam with the sword.” Every 
high place in the land was a silent testi- 
mony to the gainsaying and disobedience 
of the nation. Upon them all desolation 
would fall in the day that the sword 
was to be drawn against the house of 
Jeroboam. It is, of course, the second 
king of that name who is referred to— 
the monarch in whose reign Amos 
uttered his prophecies, 


Verse 10.—‘Amaziah the priest ... 
sent to Jeroboam .. , saying, Amos hath 
conspired against thee.” Amaziah, the 
apostate priest of the high place at 
Bethel, rises in anger to denounce Amos 
as a traitor to the king. As head of the 
apostate ritualistic system, established 


summer fruit. Then said the Lorp unto me, The end is come upo 
my people of Israel; I will not again pass by them any more, 

3 And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, 
said the Lord Gop: there shall be many dead bodies in every 
place; they shall cast them forth with silence. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


the Inter. 


and supported by Israel’s waywani 
kings, he would, if possible, get the pes 
tilent preacher of the truth out of the 
way; therefore his complaint to the king 


Verse 11.—“Jeroboam shall die by th 
sword, and Israel shall surely be led 
away captive out of their own land” 
It was unpalatable truth, indeed, that 
Amos had declared; but Amaziah seems 
to have reported Amos’s words incor 
rectly, either intentionally so, or his own 
guilty conscience having caused him to 
misunderstand them. We have no record 
of Amos declaring that Jeroboam hin- 
self should die by the sword (which is 
manifestly not the case; see 2 Kings 
14: 23-29), but that the sword should bk 
drawn against his house: which was ful- 
filled in the violent death of his son 
Zachariah (2 Kings 15:10). 


Verse 12.—“Go, flee thee away info 
. Judah, and there eat bread, ani 
prophesy there.” Being an hireling hin- 
self, Amaziah intimates that Amos is the 
same, when he urges him to go to Judah 
and “there eat bread.” He cannot con- 
ceive of one going forth to proclaim 
God’s Word who has not his eye on4 
good living. His own covetous heart led 
him to consider the office of high priest 
as a desirable means of livelihood, and 
he takes it for granted that Amos, in his 
way, is as much a professional man @ 
himself. 





Verse 13.—“Prophesy not again , .,@ 
Bethel: for it is the king’s chapel ... 
the king’s court.” It is an oft-repeated 
complaint on the part of man-maie 
priests and preachers that Spirit-sent 
men of God must not fish in the water 
which they claim, nor touch any of their 
flock. Looking on God’s heritage as their 
particular allotted portion, they cannot 
brook the untrammeled servant wht 
comes with the plain word. of the Lom 
seeking not financial or other gain, bul 
simply declaring the whole counsel d 
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God. Amaziah arrogates to himself the 
right to be the supreme minister and 
spiritual adviser to the king and to the 
people at Bethel. It was what we today 
would call a cathedral city, and Amaziah 
was its ecclesiastical head. Away with 
this unlicensed interloper from the 
south. 

Verse 14—“I was no prophet, neither 
was I a prophet’s son.” Amos modestly 
and faithfully answers the haughty and 
indignant priest. He was neither a pro- 
fessional seer, nor did he obtain his ap- 
peintment through human hands, nor by 
descent. He was “an herdman, and a 
gatherer Of sycomore fruit” (the wild 
fig of Palestine) until. divinely called, 
probably to his own surprise and be- 
wilderment, to the prophetic office, 

Verse 15.—‘“The Lord took me as I 
followed the flock ...and .. . said unto 
me, Go, prophesy.” Here were creden- 
tials that were as inexplicable to Ama- 
giah as they have been to thousands of 
others since. Amos entered upon his 
ministry by the direct call of God. 

Chap. 8:1.—“Behold a basket of sum- 
mer fruit.” The Lord showed him a 
basket of summer fruit; that is, overripe 
fruit, which could no longer be pre- 
served. The symbol was one which a 
young man, reared in a rural district, 
would have no difficulty in understand- 
ing. 

Verse 2—“The end is come upon my 
people of Israel.” Israel had become 
like decaying fruit. The end was near 
—the time of being castaway. No longer 
would grace be extended to those who 
had rejected it so repeatedly. The pa- 
tience of God was at last exhausted and 
judgment must take its course. 

Verse 3—“The songs of the temple 
shall be howlings in that day.” The 
Temple songs would be changed to woe- 
ful cries of anguish and despair, while 
the dead bodies of the despisers of God’s 
message would fill the cities, and be cast 
out in silence. This judgment was car- 
tied out a few years later by the As- 
syrian conquest, when the northern 
kingdom ceased to exist. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is ever God’s way to prepare His 
servants in secret for the work they are 
afterwards to accomplish in public, Only 
he who has learned of God in the school 
of obscurity is likely to shine in the 
blaze of publicity. Amos had no thought 
of becoming or being recognized as a 
prophet, as men sometimes select “the 
Ministry” as a profession. He would 
doubtless have been quite content to 
pursue his humble vocation as a small 
farmer to the end of his life, if such 
had been the mind of God for him. As 
he followed the flock his soul was com- 
Mining with Jehovah. As he gathered 
the wild figs of the wilderness, his heart 
Was meditating on the great issues of 
the soul's relationship to God and the 
importance of walking in His ways. As 
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Last Week's Lesson 
2. April 9.—The Power of the Resur- 
rection (Easter). 1 Corinthians 15; 
Luke 24:1-12. (In this order.) 
Next Week's Lesson 


4. April 23.—Amos Attacks Social In 


justice (Temperance) ... Amos 








he tended the herds he was learning 
wondrous lessons of a faithful Creator's 
love and care. So when for him “the 
fulness of the time was come,” the Lord, 
so to speak, kindled the already pre- 
pared fuel into a flame, and the humble 
herdman became a mighty, Spirit-ener- 
gized prophet of God, not only to his 
own pecple, but to all Israel and the 
nations around. We read of no unbe- 
lieving hesitation, no parleying with 
God, no bargaining or questioning as to 
temporal support; even as before, there 
was no fleshly impatience or desire to 
be at the front, attracting notice as a 
prophet or a speaker. Throughout, it 
is the record of a simple, humble man 
of God, who,can wait or run as his Lord 
sees fit. In all this, how much there is 
for our souls today! 


Lesson Outline 

1. The Law, God's plumb line, by which 
Israel was judged (Amos 7:7-9) 

2. The prophet and his message spurned 
(vs. 10-13) 

3. Amos declares his divine commission 
(vs. 14, 15) 

4. The doom of Israel foretold 
8: 1-3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Village of Tekoa. Amos describes 
himself as a herdman of Tekoa, a town 
in the hill country of Judea, about 
twelve miles from Jerusalem, of which 
mention is made frequently in Scrip- 


(chap. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HEN did Amos exercise his pro- 
phetic ministry? 

2. What form did the prophecies of 
Amos take? 

3. What was the significance of the 
plumb line? (7:7.) 

4. What was the effect of the vision 
of the plumb line on the prophet? 

5. How does Amaziah’s charge against 
Amos compare with the tactics of other 
persecutions? 

6. Why did Amaziah suggest Judah as 
a sphere of ministry for Amos? 

7. With what factors did Amaziah fail 
to reckon in Amos? 

8. What is wonderful in the phrase, 
“my people Israel”? 

9. How can “summer fruit” represent 
“the end” of God’s people? 

10. What temple is referred to in 8:3? 


(Answers on page 287) 
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ture. Thence came the “wise woman” 
sent by Joab to persuade David to per- 
mit his murderer son to return to his 
patrimony, in plain violation of all law, 
both human and divine (2 Sam, 14:2). 
There, too, Ikkesh, one of David's 
“mighty men,” was born (2 Sam. 23:26). 
It is noticed on numbers of other oc- 
casions, and even after the return from 
Babylon, the zeal of the men of Tekoa 
is spoken of, though their nobles are 
reproved in connection with the build- 
ing of the wall of Jerusalem (Neh. 3: 
5, 27). A desert town, surrounded by 
large solitudes, it was a suitable place 
for men of pastoral occupation; and 
there Amos pursued his humble call- 
ing till separated by the Lord to the 
prophetic office. 


Summaries and Applications 

We read of no reply on the part of 
King Jeroboam to the charge made by 
Amaziah against Amos. That energetic 
monarch may have considered the herd- 
man-prophet and his predictions as be- 
neath his notice; or he may have feared 
to touch one who was evidently sent of 
God. So the enraged prelate was left 
to deal with the intrusive preacher him- 
self. 

It was while Amos was engaged in his 
regular occupation of caring for his 
flock, that God called him to be His 
mouthpiece to Israel and Judah. 

When God is looking for a man to act 
for Him, He does not choose one who 
is listless and careless in regard to his 
ordinary duties. He chooses one who is 
faithfully pursuing his regular vocation. 

He who fears God need not fear man. 
Amos knew and reverenced the Lord; 
therefore he was unafraid of Amaziah 
and all others who might oppose his di- 
vinely given message. 

Winona LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
Father, who hast called us to seek Thee, 
we turn to Thee now in praise and 
prayer. We thank Thee for all Thy 
patient dealing with us. We are grate- 
ful for our food, our homes, and for the 
love of dear ones and friends. For Thy 
Word and those who teach it we also 
give thanks, praying Thy blessing on 
teachers and pupils in this school and 
in their studies today. If some are away 
through illness, heal them, we pray. If 
some are kept away by duty, meet them 
and give them a special blessing where 
they are. If some are indifferent, awaken 
them and draw them to Thyself that 
they may love Thy Word and join us 
in its study. Then lead us all into the 
faithful practice of the teachings of Thy 
Book, and may Thy will be our delight. 
Bless our missionaries and all preachers 
of the Gospel, that through them many 
may come to Christ. To all who lack 
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it, send forth Thy life-giving message, 
and from this school raise up messen- 
gers of Thy Gospel. Guide our rulers, 
keep peace among nations, and bring in 
the Kingdom of Thy dear Son, doing 
all that we ask for His sake and glory. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Here is an envelope 
bearing a message to a man in another 
town. On it is a stamp, and that stamp 
has something to say to us today. 

First it says, I stay where I’m put. A 
postage stamp must have stick-to-itive- 
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ness to be of any use, and so must we. 
Folk who fail to stay with the job God 
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has given them, and see it through, are. 


of little use to themselves, to others, or 
to God. When God called him from 
shepherding to preaching, God knew 
Amos would stay where he was put. We 
may be sure he had stayed at his job 
as a shepherd, and when God put him 
at preaching, he stayed faithfully at that, 
too, hard though it was. Amaziah the 
priest did his best to silence the plain- 
spoken preacher, but he could not. God 
had put him to preaching, and Amos 
stuck to it regardless of opposition. 

But our postage stamp has this to say 
also, I go where I’m sent. Amos was 
like that. Amaziah thought this back- 
woods preacher had no business in 
Bethel, for his home was away off in 
Judah. But God had sent Amos to 
Bethel, and Amos went where he was 
sent. God still needs people who will 
go with his message wherever He sends 
them. Be the kind of person who will 
stay where He is put and go where he 
is sent, and God will have a place where 
you can serve Him, just as He had for 
Amos. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 

“I will set a plumbline in the midst 
of my people” (Amos 7:8).—Who has 
not seen the mason drop a plumb line 
down beside the wall he is building, to 
see whether or not the wall is true? 
Here the Lord is seen setting the plumb 
line in the midst of Israel to expose the 
unevenness of their ways morally and 
spiritually. Finding their “wall” com- 
pletely out of plumb, He must adminis- 
ter judgment. When a mason finds his 
wall crooked, he pulls it down and 
builds again. So the Lord “purposed to 
destroy the wall of the daughter of 
Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he 
hath not withdrawn his hand from de- 
stroying: therefore he made the rampart 
and the wall to lament; they languished 
together” (Lam. 2:8. See also 2 Kings 
21:13; Isa. 28:17; 34:11). 
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God’s perfect Word is His plumb line 
today. That which is not in keeping 
with it is displeasing to Him, and can 
only meet with His discipline or judg- 
ment. 

Earlier in our chapter, Amos twice 
intercedes for Israel (vs. 2 and 5); but 
in our lesson his patience seems to be 
exhausted — he does not intercede. Be- 
lievers should rejoice that in the risen 
Lord Jesus, we have one who “ever 
liveth to make intercession” for us (Heb, 
7:25). 

When the Apostle Peter’s speech was 
out of line with the truth (Mark 14:71), 
the discipline was a thorough shaking in 
Satan’s sieve (Luke 22:31). The Lord’s 
intercession preserved his faith (Luke 
22:32); and when Peter was straightened 
out again, the Lord used him to 
strengthen his brethren. 

In the Canton of Beru, in the Swiss 
Oberland, a mountain stream rushes in 
a torrent toward the valley, as if it 
would carry destruction to the villages 
below; but leaping from the sheer preci- 
pice of nearly nine hundred feet, it is 
caught in the clutch of the winds, and 
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sifted down in fine, soft spray whose 
benignant showering covers the fields 
with perpetual green. So discipline 
comes, an apparent dashing torrent, 
threatening to destroy us; but it is 
caught in the clutch of our High Priest's 
intercession and is changed as it falls, 
and pours its soft, gentle showers upon 
our hearts, bedewing our withering 
graces and only removes that which ip 
our lives is displeasing to the Lord. 


“Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel 
sent to Jeroboam king of Israel” (v. 10). 
—This is an unholy alliance to get rid of 
the Lord’s messenger because he had 
predicted the desolation of the high 
places (the groves where the idols were 
worshiped); and the laying waste of the 
sanctuaries (Dan and Bethel); and the 
lifting of the sword against the house 
(the dynasty) of Jeroboam, 

It was a priest-king combination that 
rose against the Lord Jesus, because of 
His messages. Caiaphas, the priest, and 
Herod, the king, conspired against the 
Christ of God. 

“Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by 
the sword” (v, 11).—Amos did not pre- 








-— @Qot, many wise 
--mighty--noble, are called: 
but: God hath chosen the foolish--and-- the 
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dict the killing of Jeroboam. Amaziah 
either misunderstood or misquoted him. 
Jeroboam died a natural death (2 Kings 
1423-29) ; but that the sword would rise 
his “house” was fulfilled in the 
murder of his son Zachariah (2 Kings 
15:8-10). 
Because it is so easy to misquote or 
deliberately twist a person’s words, we 
do well to say with the Psalmist, “I 
will take heed to my ways, that I sin 
not with my tongue: I will keep ‘my 
mouth with a bridle .. .” (Psa, 39:1). 
*A sharp tongue is the only edge-tool 
that grows sharper with constant use” 
(Washington Irving). “The most fero- 
cous monster in the world has his den 
just behind the teeth” (Author un- 
known). “Give not thy tongue too great 
liberty, lest it take thee prisoner” 
(Quaries). “Never throw mud. You 
may miss your mark, but you must have 
dirty hands” (Joseph Parker). 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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“O thou seer, go, flee thee away into 
the land of Judah” (v. 12).—There is 
nothing to show that the king authorized 
Amaziah to expel Amos. He evidently 
acted on his own initiative. We con- 
clude from the way in which Amos re- 
sponded that there was considerable 
sarcasm in the expression, “O thou seer.” 
We will not say that sarcasm can never 
be effectively used by a child of God (1 
Kings 18:27); but most of the time it 
grieves and offends. 

We know of one public speaker who 
could entertain audiences by his use of 
sarcasm; but who, at the same time, 
noticed the hurt feelings of those who 
were the targets of his remarks. He 
felt condemned and judged the matter 
before the Lord and decided he would 
never again intentionally say that which 
would bite or sting a fellow Christian. 
From that moment on his usefulness 
greatly increased. Believers are ex- 
horted to “be courteous” (1 Pet, 3:8) — 
not sarcastic. 


“I was no prophet ... but I was an 
herdman” (v. 14).—Amos admits he was 
not a professional prophet. He was not 
even trained in the schools of the 
prophets (2 Kings 2:3). He was a hum- 
ble herdsman and a gatherer of sycomore 
fruit (wild figs). He said, “The Lord 
said unto me, Go...” When the Lord 
calls and commissions one, it matters not 
whether one is a shepherd (2 Sam. 7:8), 
or a fisherman (Mark 1:16), or a tax- 
gatherer (Luke 5:27), or a born leader 
of men (Acts 9:6). Happy the servant 
who can say, “Mine the mighty ordina- 
tion of the nail-pierced hand !” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, ‘fellows, one of the distinctive 

characteristics of these United States 
of America, foremost nation in the world 
from almost any point of view, is its 
wholesome democracy. No matter how 
humble your birth, nor how limited your 
circumstances, the way is wide open for 
you to reach the top in art, in industry, 
in literature, in professional or political 
life. The U.S.A. is known throughout 
the world as the land of opportunity, 
and millions of foreigners have immi- 
grated to this country, attracted by that 
fact. 

I shall never forget the scene on a 
transatlantic liner coming into New York 
harbor when a great throng of immi- 
grants on the forward deck of the steer- 
age sighted the Statue of Liberty. They 
were frantic in: their joy, men danced 
up and down, women wept and hugged 
their little ones, for to them it was com- 
ing eut of slavery into the land of free- 
dom and opportunity. First and second 
class passengers crowded forward to wit- 
ness the excitement on the decks below. 
They were coming to a country where a 
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HEY. WINDBAG! 


We mean the fellow who always talks about 
delinquency but never does anything. Don’t be a 
windbag. Do something. Get information, help. 
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engaged in furthering the work of 
the Lord. Your investment acts as a 
bridge between you and the NEW 
YORK BIBLE SOCIETY agents who 
minister to the needy in the greatest 
city in the world. Since 1809, the 
Society has distributed over 30,- 
000,000 Scriptures to immigrants, 
inmates of institutions, and other 
needy groups in New York City. 
Here is a ministry worthy of your 
support. Send for our beautiful free 
annuity booklet today. 
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water boy on a section gang could be- 
come the president of one of America’s 
great trunk line railroads; where a ma- 
chinist in Detroit could) become the 
world’s largest automobile manufacturer 
and one of its wealthiest; where a 
farmer’s boy in Missouri who grubbed 
stumps and cleaned out the henhouse, 
rising at daylight to go to work, a high 
school student, but no college, working 
for a railroad contractor at 18, could 
become the President of the United 
States — the topmost political position in 
the world today. 

Now all that is very remarkable, is it 
not? And every fellow who can call this 
“his own, his native land” should be 
thankful to the Lord for allowing him 
to be born here — particularly if he is 
going to make the best of it, as others 
have done. 


But today we are getting acquainted 


with a young fellow who was born in 
the hill country not far from Bethle- 
hem of Judah in a little village called 
Tekoa, where simple folk lived, and his 
parents named him Amos. He became 
a herdsman, and, further to earn a liv- 
ing, tended (or dressed) sycomore trees, 
which bore figs. Nobody would have 
thought that young Amos would ever 
amount to much, just an inconspicuous 
shepherd and a fig gatherer. But one 
day the Lord showed Amos (whether 
in a vision or otherwise, we do not 
know) that He had a mission for him, 
which was to denounce the great King 
Jeroboam for his wickedness and his 
idolatry and tell him of his family’s 
doom, Jeroboam was the king of Is- 
rael and had risen to great power. More- 
over, he was a cruel tyrant, defiant of 
God and of man, 

It was humanly an unthinkable task 
for the humble herdsman, but God had 
clearly spoken to him and forth he went 
to Bethel the capital of the northern 
kingdom, where he prceceeded to deliver 
the most scathing rebuke and to proph- 
esy the most disastrous punishments that 
could be imagined. Just read them in 
the fifth and sixth chapters! 

The terrific force of his denunciations 
so alarmed Amaziah, the _ idolatrous 
priest of Bethel, that he sent word to 
the king that this man was about to 
start a rebellion; then he solemnly 
warned Amos to get back to his own 
country, threatening him; but Amos 
stood his ground and continued his re- 
buke and his prophecies with even 
greater detail and emphasis. He spoke 
boldly and courageously —as if he had 
a mighty army with him. We do not 
know what was the end of Amos. The 
record does not state, but you find him 
today in the “Hall of Fame” of the 
prophets. His message is a definite part 
of the canon of Scripture, and his proph- 
ecies have a significant bearing upon 
the fate of the Jews and in the light of 
the events of our own momentous days. 

What does it mean to you, fellows? 
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Why, just this. America, as wonderfy] 
as it is, cannot afford you the higheg 
mission. Indeed, such marvelous mate. 
rial opportunity could easily be you 
undoing, if it causes you to forget Gog 
in the excitement of an upward climb, 
The highest calling any fellow can have 
no matter where he lives, nor what 
be his world advantages, little or much, js 
the “high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
And today God needs His witnesses, if 
possible, more than ever; for the olf 
world is rapidly growing topsy-turvy, 
and your favored America is getting 
drunk with power. The still small voice 
of the Spirit is saying, “Separate me 
{that may be you!] for the work 
to which I have called him.” 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
AMos, PROPHET OF GoD 
OR the next few Sundays we ar 
going to get acquainted with some 
of the Minor Prophets. I am glad, be. 
cause to most of us they are just name 
of books in the Bible, rather than real, 
living men whom we shall see and talk 
with in our Father’s House. 

We start with Amos. Although Amos 
lived about one hundred years later than 
Elijah, he reminds me of him more than 
any other prophet. And he prophesied 
to the same nation, the northern country 
of Israel. Most of you know that ten of 
the tribes of Israel rebelled against the 
house of David during the reign of Solo- 
mon’s son. After that the two tribes 
which remained loyal to the house of 
David were known as Judah and the ten 
tribes as Israel. After they broke away 
from Judah, the ten tribes never had 
one good king! They had some who 
were capable and powerful, but not one 
who did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord. Jeroboam II, who 
was king in the days of Amos, was one 
of Israel’s greatest kings. But in his day 
Elisha as well as Elijah were dead, and 
Israel was getting farther and farther 
from God. The break between Israel 
and Judah had taken place about two 
hundred years before the days of Amos, 

Amos lived in the southern kingdom 
of Judah at a place called Tekoa, a vil- 
lage about twelve miles south of Jeru- 
salem. All the country around there 
was barren, desert land. It is thought 
that John the Baptist later grew ,up in 
about the same part of the country. 
From the little village of Tekoa all that 
could be seen was lonely, barren hills 
and the Dead Sea about four thousand 
feet below, eighteen miles away. 

Read Amos 1:1 to find out what oc 
cupation Amos was following when the 
Lord called him tobe a prophet. He 
had not been educated to be a prophet, 
neither was he the son of a_ prophet 
He took care of .sheep and cows and 
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d the fruit of the sycomore tree, 

a kind of wild figs. But when God 
called him, he obeyed immediately. Al- 
though he lived in Judah, God sent him 
toIsrael to prophesy. He went to Bethel, 
which was the center of worship for 
jsrael ever since they had broken away 
fom Judah and had refused to go to 
Jerusalem to worship. 

When Amos went to Bethel he began 
fp preach about all the punishments 
which God was going to send on the 
gurrounding nations, the others who 
were then in Palestine. The people of 
Israel were pleased with this part of his 
prophecy, because these nations were 
their enemies, too. But after Amos had 
fnished prophesying God’s judgment 
upon the other nations, he began to 
sak of His judgment on Judah and 
then on Israel. You may be sure the 
people resented this, and in today’s les- 
gn you will see how the religious 
jaders felt about his prophecy. 

Turn to Amos 7:7-9. In this vision 
Amos sees the Lord with a plumb line 
in His hand. That is an instrument to 
test the straightness of a wall or build- 
ing. God’s judgment was going to be 
perfectly fair and impartial. But be- 
cause of all their sins, when God judged 
the nation of Israel in perfect fairness, 
all the land would be desolate and laid 
waste, and judgment would come upon 
the royal household in particular. 

Now read verses 10 and 11 and see the 
message Amaziah sent to the king about 
Amos. Did he report correctly what 
Amos said? Now read the next two 
verses and see what Amaziah said to 
Amos. People generally judge others 
by themselves, so here we get an idea 
of what kind of preacher Amaziah was. 
He evidently thought Amos was just 
prophesying to make a living, and he 
suggested that Amos go back to Judah 
for his parish. There is no mention of 
God in anything Amaziah said. He was 
nota servant of God, he was only do- 
ing his religious duties for the money 
theking would pay him. The very name 
Bethel” means “house of God,” but 
Amaziah says it is “the king’s chapel” 
ad “the king’s court.” And he was 
tight God would not own it. Now 
tad Amos’s simple account of his call. 
He was not thinking where best to earn 
aliving, but only of being obedient to 
the call of God. 

Now read his next vision in chapter 
&1-3.. Summer fruit is soon gone and 
% God was warning Israel that they 
Would soon be gone into captivity. It 
tid not seem like it at all at that time, 
for Israel] had enlarged her borders un- 
det the leadership of Jeroboam II, and 
the people were living in ease and lux- 
Wy, excepting for the poor and the 
thets who had been cheated by the 
tic, Yet within fifty years Israel was 
aitied away into captivity. 

While Amos uttered his prophecy in 
he northern country of Israel, much of 
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it is addressed to the whole house of 
Israel, because while Judah had had 
some good kings and some revivals, the 
people of Judah were guilty of all the 
same sins of which the people of Israel 
were guilty. 

God had already sent punishments 
upon Israel for her sins to cause her to 
repent and turn back to Him. But she 
did not repent. The whole Book of 
Amos makes it clear that sin must be 
punished. And Amos, the courageous 
servant of God, stood alone but un- 
afraid before the whole nation, warning 
them solemnly of God’s coming judg- 
ment. God grant that in our study of 
Amos we may get a greater hatred of 
sin and more courage to stand against 
it and so be more faithful witnesses for 
Him. 

Assignments for next time: (1) 
Phyllis, please read Amos 1 and find 
out some of the things for which God 
was going to punish the heathen nations. 
(2) Patricia, please be ready to tell us 
for what sins Judah and Israel were to 
be punished. See Amos 2. (3) Mabel, 
please read Amos 4 and find out what 
words are repeated five times over in 
that chapter. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Amos, the Shepherd Preacher 
(Amos 7:14, 15; 4:13; 5:4) 


EACHER, as I look over the list of 

coming Minor Prophets, I can see 
each one in some particular setting. To 
make them real to boys and girls, let 
us guide the pupils into making a good- 
sized poster representative of each man: 
Amos — country with fig tree and flock 
of sheep; Hosea — interior, man, woman, 
two boys, girl; Micah — soldiers on road 
leading to Temple; Habakkuk — man 
kneeling on top of watchtower; Zepha- 
niah — street scene with houses; Malachi 
— Temple court; Jonah—beach with 
ship offshore. 

For this first lesson, the teacher might 
show or serve some dried figs. Some- 
one picked these figs. Do you know a 
Bible man who picked figs, but they 
were not as good as these? Just wild 
ones, sycomore figs, which only poor 
folks ate. Probably he went around 
with a knife and made a slit in each 
fruit. About four days later, it was 
ripe and ready to pick. If not picked 
at the right time, little insects would 
spoil it. What was the Bible fig-picker’s 
name? (Amos 7:14.) What else did this 
man do? Can you picture him out in 
rough country watching his flocks graze, 
eating some figs for lunch? Often his 
eyes were on the hills. He knew the 
Lord had made those hills. The Lord 
had made the wind that rustled the 
sycomore leaves, and blew against his 
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School Lessons. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1959 

explaining the conditions upon which ily. 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustra‘ion accepted, and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times thre 
months in advance of the lesson, and sho; 

not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are askeg 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson ty 

four illustrations. 


cheek. The Lord knew even his very 
thoughts. He knew that God, when He 
wished, could turn the morning light 
into the darkness of storm. He could 
shake the high mountains down by His 
earthquakes. What could He not do to 
men who sinned against His laws and 
planned evil deeds? And many men in 
Amos’s country were sinning against 
God’s laws and doing evil deeds. 
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One day the Lord spoke to Amos 
(Amos 7:15). Amos listened and obeyed. 
The fig-picking shepherd was now a 
prophet. To people who were doing 
wrong he told of the Lord’s punishment 
which would come upon them — death 
and trouble. But, “Seek the Lord, and 
ye shall live” (Amos 5:6, Memory Verse) 
was the promise. 

I wish I could paint a beautiful pic- 
ture. I would make one of Amos stand- 
ing looking at the hills, thinking of 
God. On one side of him I would pic- 
ture his sheep, on the other a fig tree, 
and in the corner of the sky I would 
print his words, “Seek the Lord.” Would 
you help me? If you did, we could 
make a picture. 

John and Ralph, you plan lightly with 
pencil where the skyline of hills should 
go across the paper. (The teacher 
would do well to have a margin of ap- 
propriate width ruled off beforehand.) 
Susan and Mary, look through our pic- 
tures to find figures of men who might 
be Amos. Later we will cut out the 
best one. Ted, you look for pictures of 
sheep. Carolyn, see if the Bible dic- 
tionary has a picture of a fig or syco- 
more tree, so we will know what shape 
it is. Patty, print “Seek the Lord” in 
two lines on a piece of paper the size 
you think would look right for a cor- 
ner of the picture. Can you also print 
Amos in large letters on the same size 
paper? If the skyline is approved by 
the class, put the captions in the upper 
corners to see if they are suitable size. 
Estimate what figures of Amos and sheep 


are best. Someone may outline the tree 
on the landscape. Bring paints next 
Sunday. 


It is springtime now. The earth turns 
green, the flowers come, and the birds 
return. When you are outdoors, do you 
think of God, the one who made the hills, 
the grass, the clouds? Do you seek Him 
and pray to Him when you are busy 
with your work? When you have done 
something wrong, do you seek Him, and 
ask to be forgiven? “Seek the Lord, 
and ye shall live.” 

Orono, MAINE, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


The Way Out.—Seek the Lord, and ye 
shall live (Amos 5:6, Golden Text). 
James Bryant came out of a drunken 
home in which Mother as well as Father 
were victims of the brewer and he was 
soon himself a pitiable beer slave. After 
he was married and had a little son he 
tried to break away from this habit in 
his own strength, but failed miserably, 
A city missionary persuaded him to at. 
tend a street meeting. At the close of 
the meeting Jim told the missionary of 
his utter helplessness and hopelessness, 
The missionary replied: “When we were 
without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly”; then added, “As 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.” On 
the way home Jim said to himself, “If 
it is true what this man says, there is 
a way out.” At home he knelt in prayer, 
repeating the texts the missionary had 
taught him; but nothing happened. Un- 
able to bear it longer, about three o’clock 
in the morning he went down on his 
knees the second time. He repeated the 
verses, and added, “O God, deliver me 
from this curse. Give me the power to 
become a child of God.” Jim says: “In 
a moment, He broke the power of can- 
celed sin, He set the prisoner free. It 
was instantaneous. I rose from my knees, 
born again by God’s Holy Spirit. He 
took the desire to do evil out of my heart 
and in its place he put the desire to do 
good. I was a new creature in Christ 
Jesus.” On his way to work that morn- 
ing he passed two public houses and for 
the first time in his experience he had 
no desire to go into them. He became 
a preacher in English villages.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. Prize illus- 
tration. 


The Way He Wanted It.—Seek the 
Lord, and ye shall live (Amos 5:6, 
Golden Text). I looked down on the 
man in the icy waters. My heart went 
out to him. The pclice in the boat 
roughly dragged the body at the end of 
the rope. The man had jumped from the 
center of the bridge into the waters. 
“Poor soul,” I said. A man in front of 
me quickly turned and said, “That's the 
way he wanted it.” My heart was still 
heavy, but I did not answer. I thought, 
“That’s the way he wanted it.” . He 
chose death to life. And I thought of 
all the thousands over our land choosing 
death to life. Oh, may God arouse us! 
May God stir us with a holy zeal to go 
forth to pull them back from the preti- 
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pice that they so ignorantly are headed 
for—From Young People’s Church of 
the Air News. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Tingley, Iowa. 


A Day of Reckoning Coming.—Be- 
hold, I will set a plumbline in the midst 
of my people Israel: I will not again 
pass by them any more (Amos 7:8). 
Years ago, in old China, lived a man who 
was a member of the Emperor's orches- 
tra, although he could not play a note. 
He had obtained his position as a flute 
player in the royal band by influence, 
and for many years, whenever the 
musicians played, he sat with them and 
held his flute against his lips, pretending 
to play the plaintive airs and love songs 
of his native land. But he never dared 
to blow even softly into the instrument 
for fear he would cause a discord and be 
unmasked. For this performance he re- 
ceived a modest salary and managed to 
live comfortably. But there came a day 
when it was the Emperor’s whim to have 
each of his musicians play alone. The 
flutist was dismayed, and as the day ap- 
proached he became desperate. For a 
time he took lessons from a professional, 
but to no avail; he had no musical ear 
and no talent for the flute. Then he pre- 
tended illness, but was afraid he would 
be betrayed by the royal physician, who 
was sent to attend him. On the morning 
of his solo appearance, he took poison 
and died, rather than face the music. 
This, then, is the origin of an old Chi- 
nese phrase, “He dared not face the 
music."—From the North Star Baptist. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Low Chimneys.—The high places of 
Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanc- 
tuaries of Israel shall be laid waste 
(Amos 7:9). “The fault is with the chim- 
ney,” said the expert, who had come to 
see what was wreng with the kitchen 
range. “A stove has, of course, no 
draught in itself; it is only its connection 
with the flue that makes the fire burn 
and the smoke ascend; and the higher 
the chimney the stronger the draught. 
At shops and foundries where fierce 
fires are needed, they run their stacks 
up to a great height. Your stove clogs, 
chokes, and smokes because your chim- 
ney is too low. You must build higher.” 
Our lives will be sordid just where they 
should be pure and upright, if the re- 
ligious life which should be inspiration 
and impulse to the lower cares of life 
is low or clogged with selfish purposes. 
—From Baptist Teacher. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Eliminating Everything Jewish.—Also 
Amaziah said unto Amos, O° thou seer, 
go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, 
and there eat bread, and prophesy there 
(Amos 7:12). “Nothing Jewish in my 
house!” These were the words of a 
wealthy gentleman who was entertain- 
ing a well-known clergyman. Said he, 
“I have such a hatred for the Jew that 
I will have nothing Jewish in my house.” 
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The clergyman guest quietly arose and 
took a beautifully bound Bible from the 
table and a New Testament from the 
bookcase and placed them before the 
fireplace. He then proceeded to take 
down some paintings from the wall. He 
removed one picture of Paul preaching 
at Athens and another one of the Cruci- 
fixion. The gentleman was greatly sur- 
prised, and asked: “What are you doing? 
Why such liberties in my house?” To 
this the clergyman replied: “You just 
said that you would not have anything 
Jewish in your house. I was just be- 
ginning to help you to take away the 
many Jewish things you happen to have 
in this room. Shall I throw them into 
the fire?” “Stop! Stop!” cried the gen- 
tleman, “May God forgive me. I have 
never thought of it in that light. Little 
did I know how greatly indebted I was to 
things Jewish.”—From Jewish Mission- 
ary Intelligencer. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Devotion vs. Talent—Then answered 
Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; 
but I was an herdman, and a gatherer 
of sycomore fruit (Amos 7:14). D. M. 
Panton of England writes of a young 
preacher without much natural ability 
or education, and certainly not pos- 
sessed of a striking personality, yet who 
seemed to be God’s instrument to melt 
many hearts and get people saved. An 


_ old theological professor was asked what 


he thought of the young man, His an- 
swer was: “There isn’t enough talent 
in his sermons to fill a thimble, but there 
is devotion enough to float Elijah’s 
chariot to Heaven—and that’s what 
does it..—From Christian Digest. Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


So That God Gets the Glory.—The 
Lord took me as I followed the flock, 
and ... said unto me, Go, prophesy 
unto my people Israel (Amos 7:15). “I 
am by birth,” said a converted Hindu, 
when addressing a number of his coun- 
trymen, “of an insignificant caste,’ so 
low that if a Brahman should chance 
to touch me he must go and bathe in 
the Ganges for the purpose of purifica- 
tion; and yet God has been pleased to 
call me, not merely to a knowledge of 
the Gospel but to the high office of 
teaching it to others. My friends, .do 
you know the reason for God’s conduct? 
It is this: If God had selected one 
of you Brahmans, and made you the 
preacher, when you were successful in 
making converts, bystanders would have 
said it was the amazing learning of the 
Brahman and his great weight of char- 
acter that were the cause; but now, 
when anyone is convinced by my instru- 
mentality, no one thinks of ascribing 
any praise to me. And God, as is His 
due, has all the glory.”"—From the Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OR three lessons we study about 

Amos the prephet. The title of the 
first lesson is Amos, the Shepherd 
Preacher, but I do not find that Amos 
called himself a shepherd. Rather he 
says he was a herdsman and a gatherer 
of sycomore fruit. To us, a herdsman 
would herd cattle, not sheep. But he 
was not a prophet nor the son of a 
prophet until God called him to proph- 
esy. A prophet was a man whom God 
called to deliver a message just as it 
was given to him. He may not have 
understood what God meant, but it was 
his job to repeat the message, word for 
word. 

This must have been a hard job for 
Amos, for he was not a city man, and 
he had to go to speak in cities, and 
nobody wanted to hear his message, be- 
cause it was the promise of punishment 
for the sin of the people. They had 
been worshiping heathen gods, and had 
disobeyed God, and He had been patient 
with them for many years, but now He 
sent Amos to tell them He would no 
longer forgive, but would send punish- 
ment. 

The priests were angry with Amos be- 
cause they didn’t want to hear his mes- 
sage, for they had helped the people 
sin, and the king was angry with him, 
too, because he was a wicked man and 
didn’t want to hear what God said. 
Amos was in a hard spot, but he put 
God’s will first and went right on proph- 
esying as God commanded him. 

We can all learn some lessons from 
Amos. 

First, he trusted God. He believed 
what God said, and he gave his life and 
all he had into God’s keeping. He knew 
men would not like’ his preaching, and 
would hate him, but he knew God would 
be pleased with him, and that was most 
important, 

Second, because he trusted God, he 
obeyed Him. When people do not obey 
God, it is often because they do not be- 
lieve Him or trust Him. Amos obeyed 
even when it was hard to do what God 
told him. 

Third, Amos was a brave man. We 
should be just as brave, brave enough 
to do what God commands, no matter 
who is against us. But I’m afraid most 
of us are not as brave as Amos was. 
Would we give a message from God if 
we knew people would not like it, and 
would hate us? We are afraid to speak 
to our friends about the Lord sometimes 
because we are afraid they will laugh 
at us! 

Fourth, Amos didn’t try to reason 
about what God said, but just repeated 
the message. Many people have gotten 
out of God’s will because they tried to 
use human reason, and have decided it 
was not wise to do just what God com- 
manded. How many times we have 
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modified God’s command because of our 
lack of faith, and our own reasoning. 
God tells us His ways are as high above 
our ways as the heavens are above the 
earth, and His thoughts are just that 
high above our thoughts. Yet we are 
so ready to reason with God. Poor 
foolish humans! 

Fifth, we can learn that God always 
goes with His prophet or preacher who 
is obeying Him. God never tells peo- 
ple to do something they cannot do. 
Of course they cannot do it in their own 
strength, but they are not supposed to, 
for God is always there with His mighty 
power to do things for them. God never 
asks even a little boy or girl to do more 
than he can, so whatever God says, we 
must do. If the Lord Jesus Christ lays 


. it on your heart to speak to some play- 


mate about your Saviour, you had bet- 
ter do it, and you can know that God 
will give you courage to do it. And if 
you do not obey the Lord, you miss the 
blessing that God wants to give to you. 

Think about these lessons from Amos. 
He lived so long ago, about 2,700 years 
ago, but he served our God, the same 
Lord who loves us and whom we love. 
His story comes to us to help us to be 
better servants of the Lord. We can al- 
ways learn something from every part 
of God’s Word. 

To make this lesson more teachable, 
use a figure for Amos, on the flannel 
board. You might have him with some 
cattle, in a pasture. Then put the les- 
sons to learn on a blackboard or on the 
flannel board. What a child sees stays 
with him much better than what you 
only tell him. The eye gate is better 
than the ear gate, so use it as often as 
you can. Even a small object held in 
the teacher’s hand will center the atten- 
tion of a whole class of children. Their 
minds follow their eyes, so give their 
eyes something interesting. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 279) 


1. See Amos 1:1. He seems to have 
prophesied when Jeroboam had renewed 
the prosperity and security of Israel. 

2. (a) Oracles against the surrounding 
nations (1:3 to 2:3); (b) oracle against 
Judah (2:4, 5); (c) oracle against Israel 
(2:6-8), leading into the main theme of 
Israel’s sin and judgment (to 9:10): (d) 
promise of recovery (9:11-15). 

3. It discovered the crookedness of Is- 
rael, and marked the uprightness of 
God’s judgments. : 

4. It ended his intercessions for Israel 
(see 7:2, 5). 

5. It has generally been the way to 
give a political twist to religious perse- 
tutions. It was so in the case of Christ 
Himself (Luke 23:2). 


6. (a) Amos was a native of Judah; 
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(b) he thought Amos was “in it for a 
living”; (c) Judah would be more favor- 
able to a prophet of Jehovah; (d) Amos 
had the boldness to prophesy on the 
scene of royal idolatry. 

7. (a) The divine call of Amos (7: 
15); (b) the danger of tampering with 
a divine call (7:16, 17). 

8. Despite their sins, God had not dis- 
owned them. See Romans 11. 

9. The two words in Hebrew sound 
almost alike. As the fruit is plucked 
when ripe, so Israel, ripe in sin, will be 
plucked from their land. 

10. The temple of calf-worship at 
Bethel. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 16 


LI Will Pray 
(John 5:19, 20, 30; Mark 1:35-38; 
Jas. 5:16) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE topics for the series of three that 
begins this week are suggested by 
the Christian Endeavor pledge, or cove- 
nant, which reads in part, “Trusting in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for strength, I 
promise Him .. . that I will make it the 
rule of my life to pray and to read the 
Bible every day, and to support my own 
church in every way, especially by at- 
tending .. .” All three meetings could 
be devoted to the consideration of prayer 
without exhausting the subject, but that 
is not possible. Let us see to it, how- 
ever, that the fundamental principles of 
prayer are set forth in such a way that 
every member will understand its vital 
importance in the life of the believer. 
Someone has likened prayer in the 
spiritual world to breathing in the phys- 
ical realm. We could not hope to main- 
tain physical health by snatching a 
breath hastily now and then when we 
happen to think about it, or had a few 
minutes to spare. Our physical bodies 
demand regular breathing of pure, fresh 
air. Just so, our spiritual life will suffer 
and languish if we permit anything to 
interfere with regular prayer. There- 
fore, the Christian Endeavor pledge has 
wisely emphasized the importance of 
daily prayer. 
ye 


Prayer has sometimes been defined 
simply as talking to God. But it is more 
than this. It is communion with God — 


‘not only speaking to Him, but listening 


to what He has to say to us. We know 
full well that our earthly friendships 
are made up of far more than conversa- 
tions with our friends. Listening to 
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what a friend has to say, and sometimes 
just being with that friend often con- 
tributes more to the friendship than 
what we have to say. This should help 
us to understand that true prayer is 
not confined to words we speak with 
our lips or even with our thoughts, but 
just as truly may be found in fellow- 
ship with our Heavenly Father, even 
amid other duties or activities. Brother 
Lawrence, whose little essay, “The Prac- 
tice of the Presence of God,” is well 
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Partial view of audience at Good Shepherd Evangelistic Meetings 


[RON curtains — barriers of any kind — do 
not exist where God chooses to manifest 
Himself in grace. Our fellow-workers in Hun- 
gary report times of refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, Jewish hearts open to the 
Gospel, and many yielding to Christ. 
In addition to six mission stations in this 
country, the American Association for Jewish 
Evangelism maintains effective Gospel work 


among the Jews in Hungary, Belgium, England, 
and Mexico. 

Alongside of great opportunities there are also 
great needs. We gratefully testify that hither- 
to the Lord has helped us. 

Pray for the continuation and enlargement of 
this ministry. Extraordinary calls from our 
missionaries in Europe would make your con- 
tribution NOW especially timely. 


Please write to: 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION for JEWISH EVANGELISM, INC. 


. BOX 585 


WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 


April 1, 1950 


known to many Christians, although it 
was written many years ago, found 
prayer to be just such an experience of 
fellowship. 

ye 


It will help us also to set down the 
various forms of prayer. If a blackboard 
is handy, you may ask for suggestions 
from others in the meeting, being pre- 
pared, of course, to fill in the list your- 
self if the right suggestions are not 
forthcoming. Here are some of the forms 
that should be included: 

1. Confession (1 John 1:9; Jas. 5:16). 
The believer needs to use this form of 
prayer if he would have cleansing from 
wrongdoing. 

2. Petition (Matt. 21:13, 22; 6:11; Phil, 
4:6). This is the type of prayer in which 
the believer expresses his own needs and 
asks God’s help and strength and pro- 
vision, and the like. 

3. Intercession (Acts 13:1-4; Matt. 9: 
38; Jas. 5:16). This is the kind of prayer 
we use when we pray for others. 

4. Thanksgiving (1 Cor. 14:16; Col. 2: 
7). This kind of prayer springs from a 
heart filled with gratitude, and recog- 
nizes God as the giver of all things and 
worthy of our praise and thanksgiving. 


We might continue with some other 
kinds of prayer, such as private prayer, 
public prayer, ejaculatory prayer, and 
united prayer, explaining each different 
type: 

Private prayer is the kind recom- 
mended by the Lord Jesus for individual 
believers when He said to His disciples, 
“When thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly” (Matt. 6:6). 
Privacy of this type of prayer is recom- 
mended so that interruption may be 
avoided and the thoughts may be con- 
centrated upon fellowship with our 
Heavenly Father. There is also another 
thought in this recommendation of the 
Lord Jesus, for you will remember that 
many of the Pharisees of His day had 
developed spiritual pride in their prayers 
and often prayed on street corners and 
in other public places in order that men 
would see them and give them credit 
for being holy and devout. 

There is, however, a type of public 
prayer that has its place and value in 
the life of the Christian. It is that kind 
engaged in in public meetings, such as 
church and Sunday school, where one 
Christian leads the entire. group by 
praying aloud. Naturally such prayer 
cannot be as personal as private prayer, 
but it may be of real help to others in 
expressing certain needs and petitions 
and thanksgiving in which others may 
join silently as one of their number 


‘leads them, 


Ejaculatory prayer is that type of 
prayer which is uttered on the spur of 
the moment in the midst of some press- 
ing trial or difficulty, when, without 
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Lesson for April 16 


waiting for the privacy of one’s room, 
the heart is lifted to God and has com- 
munion with Him and receives help from 
Him. 

United prayer is the joining together 
of two or more believers who are in 
agreement as to some need or desire, 
following the Lord’s promise, “If two of 
you shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 18:19). 


It will be important in this meeting, 
also, to point out the simple conditions 
that God has written down in His Word 
if we would have our prayers answered. 
The first of these is sonship, through sav- 
ing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. God 
sometimes answers the prayers of the 
unsaved, particularly when to answer 
them may bring such individuals into a 
saving knowledge of and acceptance of 
Christ. But He does not obligate Him- 
self to answer the prayers of any who 
are not His children. If we would claim 
an answer to our prayers, we must do 
so on the ground that we belong to Him 
through faith in His Son. 


A second condition is purity of heart. 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). It 
is possible for everyone of us to have a 
pure heart if we are willing to confess 
our sins, and claim God’s promise to 
forgive us and cleanse us (1 John 1:9). 

Another condition is that of praying 
according to the will of God (1 John 
5:14). Failure to heed this condition is 
the reason why many believers do not 
have their prayers answered (1 John 
§:14). They “ask amiss” and for their 
own selfish desires (Jas. 4:3). While it 
is not always possible to know specifi- 
cally what God’s will may be in a cer- 
tain situation, we can always ask in that 
attitude that shows God that His will is 
desired first of all. 

Still another condition of answered 
prayer is that of faith, really believing 
that God can and will do what is best 
for us in the particular situation (Matt. 
21:22; Mark 11:24; Jas, 1:6). 

Our own Christian walk becomes a 
factor in answered prayer. 1 John 3:22 
and John 15:7, 16 and James 5:6 all show 
that those who are consistently and con- 
stantly seeking to do God’s will and to 
Obey Him have a special claim on Him 
when it comes to prayer. We follow 
this same principle ourselves in an im- 
perfect way in our dealings with others. 
Those who try to do things to please us 
are more likely to receive what they 
ask of us. Obedient children are heard 
by their parents. 

Finally, God’s Word teaches us plainly 
that, to insure’ an answer, prayer must 
be addressed to the Father in the name 
of the Lord Jesus (John 14:13, 14; John 
16:23). Only the Lord Jesus has per- 
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fectly obeyed the Father, and all that 


we receive from God we receive through 
the merits of His perfect and righteous 
Son. Therefore, we should be careful to 
ask in His name and for His sake. 


We kneel, how weak! we rise, how full 
of power ! 

Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 
this wrong, 

Or others — that 
strong — 

That we are sometimes overborne with 
care — 

That we should ever weak or heartless 

be 


we are not always 


Anxious or troubled—when with us is 
prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are 
with Thee? : 
—Richard Chenevix Trench. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ye 


Word of Life Rally 
in Philadelphia 


ACK WYRTZEN is planning a Word 
of Life Rally in Philadelphia’s Con- 


vention Hall for Saturday, April 22. The 
entire radio staff will be on hand, and a 
large group is expected to accompany 
Mr. Wyrtzen from New York by special 
train, picking up many others in New- 
ark and Trenton along the way. Be- 
fore train time, the group will gather 
in New York for a hymn-sing. 


In Philadelphia they will be met by 


another large group, which will have 
previously met for a hymn-sing in Phila- 
delphia’s 30th Street Station of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad. 


Both groups will 
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parade to the Convention Hall, a band 
in the lead. 

The Philadelphia hosts will be the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee in 
co-operation with a number of churches 
and youth groups. 


Revival in the Last Century 
(Continued from second page) 


missions may have owed their develop- 
ment to secondary influences. But to 
balance any possible exaggerations we 
can safely affirm that existing Christians 
and Christian institutions were mightily 
re-enforced and fortified by what hap- 
pened in these years—the Y.M.C.A.’s, 
the existing foreign missions, charities, 
and the like. To such it was as a 
drenching and long-continued rain after 
drought. 

One may add a word about the hymns 
used in the revival, or springing from 
the revival. “There is a fountain filled 
with blood, drawn from Immanuel’s 
veins” held the primacy. “Just as I am, 
without one plea,” written twenty years 
before the revival, now came to its own 
as the greatest hymn of evangelical in- 
vitation. “O happy day, that fixed my 
choice” was revived. Likewise Charles 
Wesley’s hymn: 

My chains fel) off 
My heart was free. 


I rose, went forth, 
And followed Thee. 


Miss Clephane’s “Beneath the cross of 
Jesus,” and, “There were ninety and nine 
that safely lay, in the shelter of the fold,” 
were composed in revival times, but for 
want of musical setting were not used 
till later. William Pennefather’s beau- 
tiful hymn of invocation appeared at the 
same time: 

Jesus, stand among us 
In Thy risen power: 
Let this time of worship 
Be a hallowed hour. 

The best-known hymn that came out 
of the American movement was that of 
George Duffield, first sung in a great 
meeting in Jayne’s Hall, Philadelphia, 
the well remembered: 


Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
Ye soldiers of the cross. 


It is necessary, in true repentance, that 
there be a full conviction of the utter 
insufficiency of all those things to help 
us and do us any kindness, which we 
have idolized and set upon the throne 
in our hearts in competition with God. 
We must be convinced that the pleas- 
ures of sense on which we have doted, 
cannot be our satisfaction, nor the 
wealth. of the world which we have 
coveted, be our portion; that we cannot 
be happy or easy anywhere but in God. 
—Matthew Henry. 





April 1, 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 10 to 16 


Mon.—Amos 2:6-16. 
Oppressors Condemned, 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “I will not tum 
away the punishments thereof” (v. 4), 
God hates unrighteousness. There is 
nothing more sure than that He will 
punish the impenitent. He has already 
whetted His glittering sword. It will 
fall upon the head of the wicked who 
go on in their wickedness. All who op- 
press others will find God’s hand heavy 
upon them. Every form of transgres- 
sion is observed of God. His eyes be- 
hold the sons of men. Pray that there 
may be more preaching of repentance 
and forgiveness of sins. 


Tues.—Amos 3:1-12. 
Privilege and Penalty, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “You only have 
I known of all the families of the earth: 
therefore I will punish you for all your 
iniquities.” This principle of punish- 
ment fitting in with privilege applies to 
God’s Church as well as to Israel. The 
greater the light, the greater the guilt. 
Those who know have to answer to 
God for far more than those who do not. 
As a father takes his child to task for 
being with evildoers, while he lets the 
others go their way, so God deals with 
His own for their sins while passing by 
other less favored sinners. Privilege 
determines penalty. Pray for more case 
preaching. 


Wed.—Amos 7:10-17. 
God’s Prophet Opposed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prophesy not 
again any more.” Amos was told to go 
back home. The prophet’s opponents 
thought they had the right to dictate 
where his work should be. Others have 
similar orders from religious leaders. 
Like apostles, we should reply, “We 
ought to obey God rather than men,” 
or like Amos, “The Lord said unto me, 
Go, prophesy.” Pray that ministers may 
have more prophetlike courage in the 
presence of those who oppose the cause 
of God. 


Thurs.—Amos 9:1-6. A Vision of God. 
PraYER SuGGEesTions: “I saw the Lord 
standing upon the altar.” The Lord ob- 
serves His worshipers. The false and 
the true appear before Him. His pres- 
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ence is something to be feared by saint 
and sinner. He walketh “in the midst 
of the . . . candlesticks” (the churches). 
And His eyes are as a flame of fire in 
indignation over tolerated evils. God's 
holiness needs to be realized by Chris- 
tian people. Pray for a deeper sense 
of the sinfulness of sin, 


Fri—Amos 9:7-15. 
God’s People Restored. 
PraYER SuccEsTIons: “I will not utterly 
destroy the house of Jacob... . I will 
bring again the captivity of my people 
Israel.” God has kept His promises to 
the house of Israel. He is the covenant- 
keeping God. He stands by the word 
that has gone out of His mouth. After 
two thousand years Israel is back in 
their land. Final restoration is as sure 
as God’s sovereignty. Pray for the peace 
and prosperity of Jerusalem. 


Sat—Jeremiah 1:4-10. 
God’s Call to Jeremiah. 
Prayer Succestions: “I ordained thee 
a prophet unto the nations.” The word 
might well be “foreordained.” God, 
who called Jeremiah before he was born, 
chose us in Christ before worlds were 
Made. God knew us before He formed 
us. He inhabits eternity. To Him all 
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is one present now. How wonderful it 
is that Christ prayed for us before we 
were born! (See John 17:20.) Pray 
for a greater awareness of the everlast- 
ing love of the Lord your God. 


Sun.—Ezekiel 3:4-11. 
God’s Call to Ezekiel. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And he said unto 


_me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the 


house of Israel, and speak with my 
words unto them.” God, who spoke 
unto Israel by His prophets, speaks to 
people now in the Gospel. He has never 
left Himself without a witness. God 
has always had a prepared man to do 
a prepared work in a needful time. 
God’s honor roll of servants is glorious. 
Pray for a new set of men today who 
will greatly honor and glorify God. 
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reports our Executive Director, Alfred A. Kunz, from Japan. 

Meetings everywhere are crowded to the doors—2 to 4 a day 
for each of our three evangelistic teams. Thousands are seek- 
ing the way of salvation, as a nation gropes for a new spiritual 
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Will you share with us, in prayer and stewardship, that Japan 


may be speedily evangelized. 
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New Rainbow Missionary Stories 


Children from all over the world appear in this col- 
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looking to Christian training centers, 
as Fuller Theological Seminary, for Spirit- 
filled LEADERS who will valiantly meet the 
challenge to present Christ —the world’s 
only hope in these darkening days. 
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